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A Comparison of Philanthropic Vehicles

The following outlines the major differences between donor-advised funds, supporting organizations and private foundations. Depending on
your donor’s interests and needs, this chart can help assist them in determining the most appropriate charitable giving vehicle.

Donor-Advised Funds

Typically none (often covered by sponsoring charity);
can be established immediately

Varies with sponsoring charity and level of services;
typically less than supporting organizations or
private foundations

60% of adjusted gross income

30% of adjusted gross income

None

Fair market value

Donor may recommend grants and investments, but
the sponsoring charity makes all final decisions

None

Names of individual donors can be kept confidential
if desired

Donor(s) may name advisors to recommend grants and
investments; donors may also name successors to the
account, and ensure a continuing legacy

Can exist in perpetuity

* Any unused deductions may be carried forward up to five (5) additional years.

Supporting Organizations Private Foundations
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