
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
Contact: Mylin Batipps Jr., mbatipps@devinepartners.com, 856-520-6266 

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC TRUST WELCOMES JEREL HOPKINS  
AS GENERAL COUNSEL 

Hopkins to head leading donor-advised fund’s legal team 
 

JENKINTOWN, PA, June 25, 2026 – National Philanthropic Trust (NPT), the largest national 
independent public charity managing donor-advised funds (DAFs), announces the appointment of 
Jerel Hopkins as General Counsel. In his new role, Hopkins will lead NPT’s legal team, overseeing 
day-to-day legal matters and serving as a strategic advisor to executive leadership and the board of 
directors. He will report to Gil Nusbaum, Chief Administrative and Legal Officer. 
 
“As NPT continues to grow in scale and complexity, it is critical that our legal function evolves 
alongside the organization,” said Nusbaum. “Jerel brings extensive experience across legal, 
compliance, governance, and risk management, along with a collaborative and practical approach 
that aligns closely with NPT’s mission of supporting donors, nonprofits, and communities around 
the world. We are excited to welcome him to the team.” 
 
Hopkins joins NPT following the recent expansion of Nusbaum’s role to Chief Administrative and 
Legal Officer, reflecting the broad scope of legal, governance, compliance, and administrative 
functions he oversees. With this evolution, NPT initiated a search for a general counsel to provide 
focused legal leadership and support the organization’s continued growth. 
 
Hopkins most recently served as Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary at 
Hershey Trust Company. In this role, he led legal, regulatory, risk, and governance functions across 
multiple boards and affiliated entities, advising leadership on complex legal matters within a highly 
regulated environment. 
 
Prior to Hershey Trust Company, Hopkins spent nearly two decades at Macquarie Asset 
Management in senior leadership roles. There, he advised boards and executive teams while 
supporting complex transactions and strategic growth initiatives across global markets. 
 
“I’m honored to join National Philanthropic Trust and to contribute to an organization operating at 
the intersection of philanthropy, financial services, and innovation,” said Hopkins. “I look forward 
to working closely with Gil and the broader leadership team to provide strategic legal guidance and 
support NPT’s continued growth and mission.” 
 
About National Philanthropic Trust 
Founded in 1996, National Philanthropic Trust (NPT) is the largest national independent public  
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charity that manages donor-advised funds, and one of the leading grantmaking institutions in the 
U.S. Since its founding, NPT has raised more than $92.2 billion in charitable funding and has made 
more than 1 million grants exceeding $44.7 billion to nonprofits around the world. More at 
NPTrust.org and NPTGivingPoint.org. 
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